(Un)Safe

The unregulated drug markets remain toxic, unsafe, and unhealthy.

Safe supply initiatives provide pharmaceutical equivalents, such as opioids and stimulants,
for people using unregulated drugs to prevent and/or reduce individual and community
harms, including death, due to the acquisition, consumption, and criminalization

UnSafe Supply

Prohibited, unregulated drugs

of unregulated drugs.
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Unknown drug
composition
(overdose
poisoning risk)
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............................ PURCHASING EXPERIENCE
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............................ AVERAGE DRUG COST

5120 / DAY
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............................ HOMELESSNESS
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Stigma and discrimination
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Vulnerable to isolation,
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and trauma

It is critical to recognize that not all people who consume unregulated drugs also engage in criminal
activities other than possession offences—it is likely most do not. However, acquisitive crimes (e.g. break
and enter, petty theft, etc.) are often committed to manage withdrawal symptoms when no other options
exist. The Un(Safe) research demonstrates that people relying on the unregulated market do not wish to

engage in criminalized activities, or be subjected to victimization.
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*Average cost of diacetylmorphine per day in Ontario. Low-dose hydromorphone tablets are less expensive and less ideal. Other drug costs vary in prices and benefits coverage.
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